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By the King. 
A PROCLAMATION, 
Por Diſcovering and Preventing the many Fraudulent Practiſes of Under-Officers, and others 
in ſtealing His Majefties Cuſtoms, 


CuARTLES R. 
— — RE PORES. 


= Hereas the Kings Majeſties Cuſtoms and Subſidy due and payable upon Goods and Mer- 

( chandize expozted and impoꝛted out of, and into the Kingdom of England, Dominion of 

<= Wales, Pozt and Town of Berwick, being the greateſt and moſt conſiderable Bꝛanch of 

His Revenue, are not ſo well anſweredand paid as they ought to be. by reaſon of ſundꝛy 

Fraudulent and Deceitful courfes daily pzactiſed by divers evil⸗ affected perſons, ſecretly 

combining with Under-Officers, Wharfingers, Lightermen, Watermen, Carmen, 

2ters, and others; as allo by a ſoꝛt of leud people called Smuckellors, never heard of be- 

oꝛe the late diſoꝛdered times, who make it their Trade and P2ofeſsion, by many ſtrange 

and new devices to ſteal and defraud his Majeſty of His Cuſtoms; and likewtle by an- 

other ſoꝛt of Head ſtrong and Malicious People, who in a violent way by open fo2ce 

2 with Clubs, Swoꝛds, and other Weapons, convey and carry away uncuſtomed Gcods, 

and oktentimes reſcue Goods ſeized, beating, wounding, and many ways evil⸗intreating the Officers attending 
His Majeſties Service, and thereby giving evil example to others, who from theſe unlawful Courſes and Pzoceed- 
ings, take encouragement to oppoſe the Officers in trecuting and perfozming their duty in entering into and 
ſearching of Houſes, Ware-houſes, and places where they may ſuſpect oꝛ be mfoꝛmed of uncuſtomed Goods to be 
houſed, Hidden, oz any way concealed, 'And beſides, it is conceived and believed, That great quantities of Goods 
by the Laws pꝛohibited to be expozted l are by like pzactiſes, ſubtil and unlawful courſes, frequently 
txpoꝛted and impoꝛted, to the great detriment as well of His Majeſty as of His loving and faithful Subjects. And 
whereas the Commons Houſe of Parliament, out of their great care of His Majeſties Revenue, have by their 


Speaker wꝛitten unto, and defired che Lozd High Treaſurer of England, in all ſuch caſes, to uſe all thofe means 
by his Warrants and Officers as may pꝛevent the ſame, and by the Laws of the Land, and courſe of the Er- 
chequer, may bꝛing ſuch Offenders to condign puniſhment ; His Majeſty therefoze, by, and with the advice of the 
Lo2ds and others of His Pzivy Council, and in prirſuance of the ſaid deſire of the Houſe of Commons in Parha- 
mentaſſembled, doth require the Loꝛd High Treaſurer ot England, the Chancelloz, Under-Treaſurer, and Barons 
of His Erchequer, and all other Juſtices, Officer's, andMinifters, whom it may concern, accoꝛding to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Land, and Oꝛders of the Couict of Exchequer, from time to time to oꝛder and cauſe due pꝛo⸗ 
ceedings, and condign puniſhment to be had, done, arid executed upon all and every the Offenders in the Pꝛemiſſes, as 
upon due Jnfozmation, and Complaint, and P2oof of the Fact ſhall ve made evident and apparent. And His 
Pa eſty lie wiſe willeth and commandeth His Co mmilsioners and Officers of His Cuſtoms, and all the Sub⸗ 
Officers and Miniſters under them imployed, to ul e and exerciſe their beſt and utmoſt endeavoꝛs, and diligence, in 
the due execution, perkoꝛmance, and diſcharge of their duty and truſt committed unto them in the management of 
the Cuſtoms. And becauſe His Majeſty may the bitter be inkoꝛmed of any Cozruption oꝛ Fraud, in any decewing 
Him, 92 not anſwering duly the Cuſtoins, His Majeſty directeth, that the pꝛelent Members ſerving foꝛ any Pozt, 
receive Infoꝛmation of any ſuch Fraud, and mable themſelves to give hun ſuch an advice upon their next meeting as 
may be veſt fo2 the advantage of the Revenue. And further, Bis Majeſty willeth and requireth all Majozs, 
Sheriffs, Uice-Admirals, Governoꝛs of Gariſons and Fozts, Juſtices of the Peace, Bailiffs, Conſtables, and all 
other Officers, Miniſters, and Perſons whatſoever, to be aiding and alsiſting unto all and every the ſaid Commiſ=- 
ſioners and Officers, their under Officers and Miniſters in all things, wherein they oꝛ any of them ſhall require 
their aid and aſsiſtance inthe due execution of their duty in His Majeſties Service, pertaining to his Cuſtoms, and 
in ſecuring the Perſons of all ſuch Offenders, until by ozder of His Majeſties Council, ſuch further courſe may be 
taken with them, and every of them, as His Service may require: 


Given at the Court at Vhitehal, the Nineth day of Aut, 1661. in the Thirteenth year of His Majeſties 


God ſave the RI NG. 


LONDON. 
Printed by Fobn Bill and Chrifopher Barker ,, Printets to the KEN G'S moſt Excellent Majeſty, 1661; 
At the KING'S Frinting.houlcin Black-Fryars. 
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